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ENSA student upskill and coaching fund 
2026-27

Summer of Support Initiative
ENSA is delighted to introduce a brand-new, targeted funding opportunity for the 2026/27 academic year, made possible by generous funding from Scottish Student Support’s Summer of Support fund.
This specialised fund is designed to invest directly in you, our student leaders. We want to help you gain official qualifications that will not only elevate the quality and safety of your club but also massively boost your personal CV and future employability.
Crucial Notice: Because this is funded via a specific summer initiative, these funds are strictly time limited. Applications will be processed quickly, and funds must be allocated and utilised before the deadline, March 2027.

What is the purpose of this fund?
Unlike the general Development Fund, this money is exclusively for individual upskilling. We want to fund courses that grant you an official qualification or certification. This includes:

Coaching Qualifications: Governing body coaching badges (Level 1, Level 2, etc...).
Officiating/Umpiring: Refereeing, judging, or umpiring certificates.
Safety & Compliance: Lifeguarding courses (e.g., for Swim/Water Polo, Surf), additional First Aid certificates, or specialised safety qualifications.

This fund is not to absorb the cost of your current coaching agreement or hire external coaching.

Who are we looking to support?
While any active member or committee member can apply, we will heavily priorities students who are early in their Napier journey. This is effectively so we can get the best return on investment, in development of the clubs futures. We understand this may be disappointing to some people, but we need to see a long-term impact on investment. 

Priority Group: recent 1st-year students transitioning into 2nd-year committee roles, that are invested in staying in the club throughout their studies.
The Goal: We want to train you early so that you can use your new qualification to support and sustain your club for multiple semesters to come.

funding splits, partial funding 

What do you need to prepare before applying?
To secure this funding, the panel needs to see that you’ve done your homework. Your application will be assessed on the following criteria:
1. Course Research & Costs: You must identify the exact course, the provider, the dates, and the total cost. Let us know if you are asking for full funding or a partial contribution.

2. Club & Personal Impact:
For the Club: How exactly will having this qualification in your ranks improve your club's sessions, safety, or capacity?
For You: How will this qualification support your personal development, confidence, or future career?

3. Commitment & Involvement: How involved are you currently in the club, and how do you intend to use this qualification to give back to the Napier sporting community next year?

4. Prior Experience: Tell us about any coaching or volunteering experience you have outside of this specific request.

5. Wider Community Connections: Does this course help link your Napier club to wider external clubs or local sporting communities?






How to Apply
Applications must be submitted online via the ENSA student upskill and coaching fund, in the Finance section of the Policy Bank on the ENSA website.
Because of the fast-turnaround nature of the Summer of Support budget, we urge you to find your course and submit your application as soon as possible. Decisions will be fast-tracked to ensure you don't miss course registration deadlines.
Applications will be reviewed by the ENSA Sports Staff every 7-10 working days. It is highly encouraged that you reach out to a member of ENSA Sports Staff for a 1 2 1 meeting ahead of submitting an application.

Questions?
If you have an idea for a course but aren't sure if it qualifies (e.g., a highly niche qualification), please chat with us first! Reach out to the ENSA Sports staff team at sports@napierstudents.com or Austen Brunton (Co-President of Sports and Wellbeing) at A.brunton@napier.ac.uk

All the best, 
Austen
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